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MINUTES 

 

BRYAN PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

WORKSHOP MEETING 

THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2010 – 4:30 P.M. 

ROOM 305, BRYAN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

300 SOUTH TEXAS AVENUE, BRYAN, TEXAS 

 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER. 

 

Chairperson Beckendorf called the workshop meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. 
 

Commission members present:   

Mr. Michael Beckendorf, Mr. John Bond, Ms. Helen Chavarria, Mr. Scott Hickle, Mr. G.H. Jones, 
Mr. Michael Parks, Mr. Prentiss Madison, Mr. Don Maxwell. 

 

Staff members present:   
Mr. Martin Zimmermann, Planning Administrator, Ms. Julie Fulgham, Senior Planner, Mr. Randy 

Haynes, Project Planner; Ms. Michelle Audenaert, Economic Development Planner; Mr. Dale Picha, 

Director of Traffic and Transportation; Ms. Nikki Norton, Transportation Engineer, David Haynes, 

Transportation Intern, Mr. Paul Kaspar, City Engineer; and Ms. Meredith Wilganowski, Assistant 
City Attorney.    

 

2. PRESENTATION FROM A GROUP OF LOCAL ARCHITECTS FROM THE BRAZOS 

CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS (AIA) CONCERNING 

BUILDING DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

DEVELOPMENTS (Questions may be directed to AIA representatives and staff; no action will 

be taken). 

 

Ms. Michelle Audenaert presented a preference survey for the Commissioners to complete 

during a presentation on architectural styles given by Ms. Eva Read-Warden, a local 

architect.  Ms. Audenaert introduced Ms. Read-Warden to give the presentation.  

 

Architect Eva Read-Warden presented a presentation on architectural styles. 
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3. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DIRECTION TO STAFF CONCERNING BUILDING 

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

(Questions may be directed to AIA representatives and staff). 

 
Chairman Beckendorf commented he is pleased with the idea of adopting building design standards 

for developments and thought the presentation was very helpful. 

 
Commission Bond concurred and feels that it will depend on what area of town these standards are to 

be applied to.  

 
Commissioner Hickle stated he would like to see the survey results collated to see what should be 

included in any ordinance. 

 

Commission Maxwell believes we need to treat old and new buildings appropriately and should be 
careful in writing an ordinance.  He wants to make sure any standards adopted do not require 

unnecessary architectural features, which can add extra costs to the buildings.   

 
Commissioner Chavarria believes this was a helpful and informative presentation. 

 

Commissioner Parks likes the approach and that with a minimal amount of guidance Bryan can have 
tasteful projects and these standards can improve property values and the quality of life.   

 

Commissioner Bonds added he feels any architectural elements should serve a purpose, such as not 

requiring ‘fake’ windows to add architectural elements.   
 

 

 

4. STAFF PRESENTATION REGARDING BRIARCREST EAST-WEST TRAFFIC STUDY 

(Questions may be directed to staff.) 

 

Mr. Dale Picha, Director of Traffic and Transportation, gave a presentation on the Briarcrest East-
West Traffic Corridor, including traffic flow problems and possible solutions to those problems.   

 

Commissioner Parks noted that the light at Carter Creek and East 29
th
 Street can be changed to 

flashing in the nighttime hours. 

 

There was no discussion.  

 

5. STAFF PRESENTATION CONCERNING VARIOUS CITY OF BRYAN DEVELOPMENT 

REVIEW PROCESSES AND APPROVAL PROCEDURES (Questions may be directed to 

staff; no action will be taken).  

 

Mr. Randy Haynes, Project Planner, gave a presentation on the City’s review process for Site 

Plans, Replats, Preliminary Plans and Final Plats.   

 

There was no discussion.  
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6. REVIEW OF AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 20, 2010 (Questions 

may be directed to staff, no action will be taken). 

 

Agenda items were reviewed.  No action was taken. 

 

7. STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS (This item includes introductions of new employees, meeting 

reminders, upcoming events, and staff recognition).  

 

A. Introduction of Development Coordinator Dan Barkes. Mr. Zimmermann introduced Mr. Dan 

Barkes, Development Coordinator and announced we have hired a new intern, Maggie Dalton.  

B. Joint meeting with Bryan City Council for direction on setback encroachments, carports, 
and variances: The next joint meeting may be held on June 22, 2010.  

C. June 3, 2010 workshop meeting start time. Mr. Zimmermann asked the Commission if they felt 

a 4:30 start time was beneficial.  It is a consensus that a 4:30 start time is beneficial if there are 
multiple items to discuss.  

D. Commission vacancy. Mr. Zimmermann stated with the election of Mr. Chuck Konderla to the 

Bryan City Council there is a vacancy on the Commission and on June 8, 2010 the Bryan City 
Council is scheduled to appoint a replacement.   

 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (A Planning and Zoning Commission member may request that a 

subject for which notice has not been given be placed on an agenda for a future meeting).  

 

Commissioner Hickle asked for a discussion about creating a joint P&Z Commission with members 

from the City of Bryan and City of College Station P&Z Commissions, Brazos County, and the 
Research Valley Partnership to help plan the Biomedical Corridor and Highway 47 area.   

  

9.   ADJOURN. 

 

Without objection, Chairperson Beckendorf adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

These minutes were reviewed and approved by the City of Bryan Planning & Zoning Commission on 
the 3

rd
 day of June, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  

Michael Beckendorf, Chairperson 

Planning and Zoning Commission 
City of Bryan, Texas 

       ____________________________________ 

Martin Zimmermann, Planning Administrator 

and Secretary to the Planning and Zoning  
Commission 

 


